
Grayshot t Village 
Tree Walk



Welcome, and thank you for supporting 
our tree walk . The walk will take about 
90 minutes, depending on the amount  
of talking involved, and cover about  
1 ½ miles around the village centre .

1 .   Start Po int and Maples ,  

V i l lage Green .

We believe that the maples around the green were 
planted during the 1930’s, perhaps as a tribute to the 
Canadian servicemen who were billeted in local villages during 

the Great War.

2 .  The Jub i l e e  Hawthorn Tree

This hawthorn was planted by the Grayshott Girl Guides 
in 1935 to mark the Silver Jubilee of King George V 

and Queen Mary. The tree and its railings were 
originally funded by the Grayshott Mothers Union. 

The railings were restored in 2012 to remember the 
Diamond Jubilee of our present Queen.

3 .   The Coronat ion Yew ,  

St Lukes Church ,

The yew tree in the churchyard was 
planted by the children of Grayshott 
School to commemorate the coronation 
of George V in 1911. The modest size of 
this specimen, at over 100 years, indicates 
the great age that some churchyard veterans must be. 
Yew has a special association with churches, its regeneration through suckers 
perhaps connected it to the concept of rebirth. Its wood is very tough and was 
used in toolmaking, especially bows. But the idea of churchyard yews planted for 
longbows is a myth. The best yew for bows came from Italy and central Europe 
and its mass import was a lucrative source of taxes for the crown. One reason for 
the adoption of early and very inefficient firearms was that European yew forests 
had become depleted. Ironically the survival of yews in churchyards may be 
because they were protected from arboricidal archers rather than grown for them.

Whilst here, can you guess the age of the big sweet chestnut trees beside the 
road? The answer is on the inside back cover.

4 .  Wel l ington ia ,  A p ley Court

These exotic evergreens were favoured by Victorian gardeners and there are 
several of them along the Headley Road. Five more make a short row in the 
garden of St Anne’s, and there are some around the junction of Hammer Lane. 

In their natural environment of west coast America they have been recorded at 
3,400 years old. They were first planted in Britain in 1857, so a way to go yet.



5 .  B i rches ,  Eccott Green

The birch trees here are a reminder 
that for thousands of years Grayshott 

was heath and woodland. In the 19th century this area was 
called Grayshott Common, and in 1552 was at the heart of  

‘a wood of hethe and waste …. the wood contains 140 acres 
and the waste 100 acres’. Birch is a pioneer species and arrived 

here soon after the end of the last ice age, 10,000 years ago. It was the 
dominant tree of our Greensand’s primary forest, in which Mesolithic hunters 

made their camps and tracked huge game such as aurochs and bear. Fast growing, 
and casting dappled shade, they act as nursery trees for slower growing species 
such as the yew at the far end of the green. They are short-lived and their quick-
rotting remains contribute to soil formation. 

6 .  The Hanger

Here we can look into Whitmore. The wood on the Hampshire side is called 
the Hanger, and stretches northwards to the parish boundary. It’s designated 
as Ancient Semi-Natural Woodland (ASNW), meaning that it’s believed to 
have existed at least since 1600 and probably much earlier. It’s also a Site of 
Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC).  The historical names of some parts 
– Holloway’s Coppice and Cane’s Coppice – prove that areas of this steep slope 

were once managed woodland. There are very old wood banks 
within, most easily seen towards the top of BOAT 13, charcoal-

burning platforms, and grown out old coppice stools.  
Ancient place names in the valley such as Sturley 

Dene (Cattle Clearing Valley), Barford (Woodland 
Swine Pasture) and even Whitmore itself (Willow 

Pool) all give evidence towards the wooded 

landscape that was colonised by early 
farmers. The name of Grayshott itself 
means something like Grove Corner.

7 .  B eech ,  Wh itmore Vale

This beech tree is another survivor of the old commons, 
at least 200 years old. Beech nuts – mast – were good food 
for pigs and the local villagers had rights to graze their livestock 
here. They are edible to humans too. The straight-grained wood 
is good for furniture making. Coppice stools of over a thousand 
years old are recorded. You can see more ancient beech trees in 
the Hanger, some of them contorted from being cut and laid into hedges. Down 
the slope you can see a row of coppiced hazel which marks the route of an old 
driftway.

8 .  Monkey Puzz le ,  Tre lowth

This garden tree was another favourite of Victorian landscapers, although this 
example is only about 20 years old. In their native Argentina and Chile they 
can reach 120’ high and 1,000 years of age. British trees are tending to die by 
the age of 150 years. The nuts are edible, rather like large pine nuts, although 
you’ll have to wait about 40 years after planting for your 
first harvest. Monkey Puzzle produces good knot-free 
timber and, having been around for 200 million 
years, excessive logging has now led to it being 
designated as an endangered species.  A dinosaur 
would have recognised this one and it would be 
a shame if humans kill off its natural siblings.
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9 .   Oak Trees ,  

Church Road

As we walk along Church Road, in fact 
all around the village, you’ll notice many 

oak trees, again survivors of the old heath and 
wood. Oaks prefer clay; our light, thin soil allows them to root 

like weeds, but they grow slowly here and their timber is prone to ‘shakes’.  
It was another useful tree for the old villagers though, providing them with acorns, 
tannin and timber. It’s said to host the greatest number of life forms of any native 
tree – including 248 types of insect. Like people, oaks get shorter and fatter in 
old age.

1 0 .  L e z  Mark Okes ,  Par i sh Boundary

The parish boundary has run along Whitmore Bottom and the line of Boundary 
Road since Saxon times. In 965 it was marked by ‘wulfredes beame’, and in Tudor 
times by ‘lez mark okes’.  They’ve long since gone, but if you walk down the 
sunken lane to the valley floor and follow these directions from a 16th century 

perambulation you’ll pass their site, now marked by a 
Wellingtonia. ‘Aim in the dene in the direction of 
east towards lez mark okes & then again aim in 

the direction of south in front of lez marq okes until 
kynges wodd bottom’. We’ll take a short cut. 

1 1 .  S cots P ines ,  The Avenue

Another pioneer tree, Scots pine is one of only 
three native conifers (the others are juniper and 

yew). Its high quality and versatile timber makes it a popular plantation tree but 
the ones around here might also be self-sown descendants of those that arrived 
after the ice age. Aside from timber, it can be tapped for resin to make turpentine, 
rope from the inner bark, tar from the roots and dye from the cones.

1 2 .   Western Red Cedar , 

Cros sways Road

A thuja, not actually a cedar, but named so in 
mistake because of the lemony scent of its cut 
wood. It was introduced from North America in 
1853, where it was used by natives for totem poles 
and canoes. The fibrous timber cleaves readily 
into shingles and cladding, the water running 
off easily along the grain.

1 3 .   Horeape ld ore ,  K ingswood 

and Stoney Bottom

On this corner was another ancient boundary marker, a crab 
apple. In a perambulation of 1890 it was called the Big Apple Tree. 
It died in the Great War. In 1921 James Mowatt sent a sample and photo to 
Kew Gardens who reported that it was upwards of 300 years old. Sadly both 
relics have disappeared, as has the replacement which was planted on its 
site. Intriguingly a boundary charter of 1200 mentions at or near this point a 
waymark called Horeapeldore, which is Old English for Grey Apple Tree. Could 
Mr Mowatt’s tree have been its descendant, continuing a 
tradition spanning eight centuries? Beyond, Kingswood 



Firs was described in 1884 as ‘46 acres of 
ornamentally-timbered land’. The modern housing 
estate was designed to be sympathetic to its 
wooded setting. Kingswood itself is an old name, 
first recorded in 1552 as Kynge Wod Bottom, 
the name then for Stoney Bottom. It’s possible that 
Kingswood is a remnant from when Grayshott was briefly 
part of the royal hunting ground of Woolmer Forest in the 13th century.

In the 19th century Stoney Bottom was inhabited by broomsquires, specialists of 
the local woodland craft. Flora Thompson wrote of ‘piles, built rick-wise, of new 

heather brooms with shining white newly-peeled handles’,  
a sight now lost forever.

1 4 .   Granny Rob ins on ’ s  Tree ,  

Lyndon Green

Hannah ‘Granny’ Robinson was one of Edwardian 
Grayshott’s great characters. She ran the Village 
Store and in 1911 planted yet another yew to mark 
the coronation. This one on Lyndon Green (Irish 
yew, taxus baccata Fastigiata) is alive and well. 

Today, it marks the end of our walk.

The Churchyard Chestnuts – Gues s The ir Age

These are about 250 years old - older than the road, the church and almost every 
other building in Grayshott. Sweet Chestnut was probably introduced by the 
Romans from the Mediterranean area. In our cool climate the nuts will only ripen 

to full size in an exceptionally hot summer. 
The wood has a high tannin content 
which acts as a natural preservative, 
hence it is popular for construction and fences.

Further Af i e ld

There are lots more interesting trees beyond the village centre.

Flat Wood was originally the site of the village’s oldest medieval fields. Around 
1800 it was planted with conifers, probably Scots Pine. Its eastern part is a 
remnant of the Hanger’s ancient woodland coppice.

Nearby, the Hammer Lane end of BOAT 13 (Bull Lane) is bordered by grown out 
hazel coppice, probably a few hundred years old.

On the bridleway around the west end of Grayshott Spa there is a short row of 
Austrian pine (Pinus nigra), which we think were planted by Alexander Whitaker as 
a roadblock when he diverted the road around his new stately home.

In Stoney Bottom a wonderful beech tree curls its roots around an ancient 
drystone wall.

In the valley of Long Gut, visible from the parish boundary footpath off Hammer 
Lane, there is an avenue of sweet chestnut trees, originally 300 of them over ¾ 
mile. They were planted by Sir Thomas Combe Miller around 1860 as a drive for 
his new hunting estate at the Land of Nod.
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